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State of the Pacific: Rising Seas



Climate Change: Rising Seas 
& Storm Surge 



Pacific Disasters
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Community Resilience:
Where are we?
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Total Score

84% of the villages are in danger zone
14% of the villages are ranked poor
Primary concerns: coastal health & 

security of place

Human Security Index: 
100 villages Caukadrove Province,

Vanua Levu
(1-5 scale, 3= good) 



SPECIAL REPORT 1.5 –

Every half degree (0.5°C) matters.
Every Year matters.
Every Action matters.

The time for action is now.





Photo: Glenn R. Specht Sea Level Rise



• Sea level rise will continue beyond 2100.
• Could be limited to around 1m in 2300 

under low emissions.
• Up to 5.4m in 2300 for high emissions.
• Adaptation will be necessary, with low 

emission scenarios giving the best 
chance of adaptation success.
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Increasing 
Complexities 
of Ocean
Governance

What happens 
when our EEZ 
is at risk? 



Pacific Messages –
Every island matters.
Every cm (sea level rise) matters.
Every body matters.
Every voice matters

The time for action is now.





“The ocean was given to us 
by our ancestors to 

manage so that we could 
pass it on to our children 
and future generations.  It 

is our common 
responsibility and moral 

obligation for our children”.
Foua Toloa, Minister, Tokelau, Comissioner, Global Ocean Commission

https://www.change.org/p/ban-ki-moon-help-secure-a-living-ocean-food-and-prosperity-
propose-a-new-agreement-for-high-seas-protection-2
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• Vinaka vakalevu
• Fa'afetai tele lava
• Malo au’pita
• Tank iu
• Meral ma Sulang
• Ko rab’a
• Obrigado

• Tank yiu tumas
• Tenkyu tru
• Fakafetai lasi
• Kommol tata
• Meitaki Ma’ata
• Tubewa
• Fakaaue lahi



Sail in Pacific Languages

Cook Islands 🇨🇨🇨🇨 - Takie
FSM 🇫🇫🇫🇫 - Terag
Fiji 🇫🇫🇫🇫 – Laca/ Soko
Kiribati 🇨🇨🇰🇰 – Te Borau
Niue 🇳🇳🇳🇳 -La
Palau 🇵🇵🇵🇵 - Yars
PNG 🇵🇵🇵🇵 - Sel
RMI 🇫🇫🇲🇲 - Wojla
Samoa 🇵🇵🇼🇼 - Folau
Tokelau 🇹🇹🇨🇨 – Fakatele / Folau
Tonga 🇹🇹🇹🇹 Leae (Folau / Faila)
Tuvalu 🇹🇹🇹🇹 - Fakatele
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