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Real-world predictability?
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Composite forecasts of 1-year vs. 2-year ENSO events
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• The CESM1 shows high skills in predicting the duration of El Niño 
and La Niña events with lead times ranging from 6 to 25 months. 

• Predictability: initial thermocline depth anomalies in the equatorial 
Pacific, as well as sea surface temperature anomalies within and 
outside the tropical Pacific. 

• Error growth: variability over the North and South Pacific Oceans as 
well as the Indian Ocean.
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